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Mapping the Global Muslim 
Population 2009 


Of the total Muslim population, 10-13% are Shia 
Muslims and 87-90% are Sunni Muslims. Most 
Shias (between 68% and 80%) live in just four 
countries: Iran, Pakistan, India and Iraq. 
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Why Muslims are the world’s fastest- 
growing religious group 


BY MICHAEL LIPKA AND CONRAD HACKETT 

In the next half century or so, Christianity’s 
long reign as the world’s largest religion may 
come to an end, according to a just- 
released report that builds on Pew Research 
Center’s original population growth 
projections for religious groups. Indeed, 
Muslims will grow more than twice as fast as 
the overall world population between 2015 
and 2060 and, in the second half of this 
century, will likely surpass Christians as the 
world's largest religious group. 


Muslims projected to be fastest- 
growing major religious group 

Estimated percent change in population size, 
2015-2060 
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ABOUT FACT TANK 
Real-time analysis and news about 
data from Pew Research Center 
writers and social scientists. 
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Countries With Religious Switching Data 

The 70 countries and territories with available switching data are: Albania, Australia, Austria, 


Bangladesh Belgium, Bosnia-Herzegovina, Botswana, Brazil, Cameroon, Chad, Chile, 


Croatia, Czech Republic, Denmark, Dominican Republic, Egypt Ethiopia, Finland, France, 
Germany, Ghana, Hungaiy, Indonesia, Iraq, Ireland, Italy, Japan, .Iordan, Kazakhstan, 


Kenya, Kyrgyzstan, Latvia, Lebanon, Liberia, Malaysia, Mali, Mexico, Moroccc, Mozambique, 
Netherlands, New Zealand, Niger, Nigeria, Norway, Pakistan, Palestinian territories, Poland, 


Portugal, Russia, Rwanda, Senegal, Slovakia, Slovenia, South Africa, South Korea, Spain, Sri 
Lanka, Sweden, Switzerland, Taiwan, Tajikistan, Tanzania, Tunisia, Uganda, Ukraine, United 
Kingdom, United States, Uruguay, Venezuela and Zambia. 
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Muslim-Majority Countries 

This analysis of religious switching draws on surveys in 19 countries where Muslims constitute 
a majority of the population. Generally, however, there are few reports of people disaffiliating 
from Islam in these countries. One reason for this may be the social and legal repercussions as¬ 
sociated with disaffiliation in many Muslim-majority countries, up to and including the death 
penalty for apostasy. It is possible that in the future, these societies could allow for greater 
freedom to religiously disaffiliate. The demographic projections in this report do not seek to 
predict the likelihood of such changes in political and social dynamics, or to model what the 
consequences might be. 
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Countries In Extra Switching Scenario 

The 85 countries and territories in the extra switching scenario are: Angola, Argentina, 

Aruba, Bahamas, Barbados, Belarus, Belize, Benin, Bolivia, Bulgaria, Burkina Faso, Canada, 
Central African Republic, Channel Islands, Colombia, Costa Rica, Cuba, Ecuador, El Salvador, 
Equatorial Guinea, Eritrea, Federated States of Micronesia, Fiji, French Guiana, French 
Polynesia, Gabon, Gambia, Greece, Grenada, Guadeloupe, Guam, Guatemala, Guinea, Haiti, 
Honduras, Hong Kong, Iceland, Iran. Ivory Coast, Jamaica, Kuwait, Lesotho, Libya. Lithuania, 
Luxembourg, Macau, Madagascar, Malawi, Maldives, Malta, Martinique, Mauritania, 

Moldova, Montenegro, New Caledonia, Nicaragua, Oman, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Puerto 
Rico, Qatar, Republic of Macedonia, Republic of the Congo, Reunion, Romania, Samoa, Saudi 
Arabia, Sierra Leone, Singapore, Solomon Islands, South Sudan, St. Lucia, St. Vincent and 
the Grenadines, SudanjSyria,|Togo, Tonga, Turkmenistan, U.S. Virgin Islands, United Arab 
Emirates, Vanuatu, Western Sahara, Yemen and Zimbabwe. 
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Countries With No Switching Modeled 

The 43 countries and territories that were projected but lack switching data are: Afghanistan, 
Armenia, Azerbaijan, Bahrain, Bhutan, Brunei, Burma (Myanmar), Burundi, 
Cambodia, Cape Verde. China, Comoros, Cyprus, Democratic Republic of the Congo, Djibouti, 
Estonia, Georgia, Guinea-Bissau, Guyana, India, Israel, Kosovo, Laos, Mauritius, Mayotte, 
Mongolia, Namibia, Nepal, North Korea, Papua New Guinea, Philippines, Sao Tome and 
Principe, Serbia, Somalia, Suriname, Swaziland, Thailand, Timor-Leste, Trinidad and Tobago, 
Turkey, Uzbekistan and Vietnam. 
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Projected Scenarios for Muslims With 
and Without Religious Switching, 2050 



% MUSLIM 
WITH 

SWITCHING 

% MUSLIM 
WITHOUT 
SWITCHING 

DIFF.* 

Sub-Saharan Africa 

35 . 2 % 

34 . 9 % 

- 0.3 

North America 

2.4 

2.6 

0.2 

Europe 

10.2 

10.1 

- 0.1 

Asia-Pacific 

29.5 

29.5 

0.0 

Middle East-North Africa 

93.7 

93.7 

0.0 

Latin America-Caribbean 

0.1 

0.1 

0.0 

World 

29.7 

29.6 

- 0.1 
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The main reasons for Islam's growth ultimately 
involve simple demographics. To begin with, 
Muslims have more children than members of 
the seven other major religious groups analyzed 
in the study. Muslim women have an average of 
2.9 children, significantly above the next-highest 
group (Christians at 2.6) and the average of all 
non-Muslims (2.2). In all major regions where 
there is a sizable Muslim population, Muslim 
fertility exceeds non-Muslim fertility. 
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April 6 th 2017 

The growth of the Muslim population also is 
helped by the fact that Muslims have the youngest 
median age (24 in 2015) of all major religious 
groups, more than seven years younger than the 

median age of non-Muslims (32). 
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The Future of World Religions: Population Growth 

Projections, 2010-2050 


Number of people. 2010-2050, In billions 


% of global population, 2010-2050 



Christians 


31.4%C 


Muslims 


212 


By 205 Q h Christians and 
Muslims will make up 
nearly equal shares of 
the world's population. 


Unaffiliated 
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As a result, according to the Pew Research projections, by 2050 
there will be near parity between Muslims (2.8 billion, or 30% of 
the population) and Christians (2.9 billion, or 31%), possibly for 
the first time in history. 2 


The Future of World Religions: Population 
Growth Projections, 2010-2050 
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The share of Americans who leave 
Islam is offset by those who become 
Muslim 

BY BESHEER MOHAMED AND ELIZABETH PODREBARAC SCIUPAC 


Like Americans in many other religious groups, a substantial share of adults who were 
raised Muslim no longer identify as members of the faith. But, unlike some other faiths, 
Islam gains about as many converts as it loses. 

About a quarter of adults who were raised Muslim (23%) no longer identify as members of 
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January 3, 2018 

New estimates show U.S. Muslim 
population continues to grow 


Religious conversions haven’t had a large impact on the size of the U.S. Muslim population largely 
because about as many Americans convert to Islam as leave the taith. Indeed, while about one-in- 
five American Muslim adults were raised in a different faith tradition and converted to Islam, a 
similar share of Americans who were raised Muslim now no longer identify with the faith. 
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Besheer Mohamed is a senior researcher focusing on religion at Pew Research 
Center. 
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Europe's Growing Muslim Population 

November 29, 2017 

Between mid-2010 and mid-2016, the number of 
Muslims in Europe grew considerably through natural 
increase alone - that is, estimated births outnumbered 
deaths among Muslims by more than 2.9 million over 
that period. But most of the Muslim population growth 
in Europe during the period (about 60%) was due to 
migration: The Muslim population grew by an estimated 
3.5 million from net migration (i.e., the number of 
Muslims who arrived minus the number who left, 
including both regular migrants and refugees). 
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Europe's Growing Muslim Population 

November 29, 2017 

Over the same period [2010-2016], there was a 
relatively small loss in the Muslim population 
due to religious switching - an estimated 
160,000 more people switched their religious 
identity from Muslim to another religion (or to 
no religion) than switched into Islam from 
some other religion or no religion - although 
this had a modest impact compared with 
births, deaths and migration 
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Fertility and migration drove Muslim population 
growth in Europe between 2010 and 2016 

\E 8 timQtedpopulation change between 2010 and 201 6 due 
fo three factors 


Non-Muslims 

-1.67M 

Natural InrrpaoA 

Muslims 


+2.92M 

Net migration 

+1.29M 

+3.48M 

Religious switching 

-160K 

♦160K 


Note: Natural Increase is the difference between births and deaths. Net migration 
includes refugees and other regular migrants. Estimates do not include those 
asylum seekers who are not expected to gain legal status to remain in Europe. 
Europe defined here as the 28 member nations of the European Union in 2016 
plus Norway and Switzerland. 

Source: Pew Research Center estimates. See Methodology for details. 
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